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â€œExcellent . . . A noâ€‘brainer pickup for the sports collection.â€• â€”Booklist For over twenty-five

years,Â The Best American Sports WritingÂ has built aÂ solid reputation by showcasing the

greatest sports journalism of theÂ previous year, culled from hundreds of national, regional, and

specialtyÂ print and digital publications. Each year, the series editor and guest editor curate

aÂ trulyÂ exceptional collection. The only shared traits among all these diverse styles,Â voices, and

stories areÂ the extraordinarily high caliber of writing andÂ theÂ pure passion they tap into that can

only come from sports.Â  Â 
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GLENN STOUT is a freelance writer, author, editorial consultant and has served as Series Editor of

The Best American Sports Writing since its inception. He lived in and around Boston for 20 years

and currently lives in Vermont. He is the author ofÂ The Young Woman and the Sea andÂ Fenway

1912,Â andÂ has collaborated with Richard JohnsonÂ onÂ Red Sox Century, Yankees Century,

The Cubs and The Dodgers. Â Howard Bryant is a senior writer for ESPN.com and ESPN The

Magazine. He has been the sports correspondent for National Public Radio&#39;s Weekend

EditionÂ SaturdayÂ since 2006, and worked atÂ several newspapers including theÂ Boston

HeraldÂ andÂ The Washington Post.Â A Boston native, Mr. Bryant is the author ofÂ Shut Out: A

Story of RaceÂ and Baseball in Boston, Juicing the Game: Drugs, Power the Fight for the Soul of

Major League Baseball, The Last Hero:Â A Life of Henry Aaron, and the three-book Legends series



for middle-grade readers.Â His profile of Dusty Baker for ESPN.com appeared in the 2011 edition of

The Best American Sports Writing. Mr. Bryant was also a 2016 finalist for the National Magazine

Award for commentary

This is a great collection of 27 sports articles by different authors that were published in magazines

and newspapers during 2016. These are not out-of-date news stories; instead they look behind the

scenes at the year in sports. For example, there is a great essay on NBA Champion Steve Kerr's

childhood in Lebanon. Two of the articles look back at the life of Muhammad Ali, who passed away

in 2016. Another article looks at the complexity of determining who can participate in women's

sports; an issue that was important in the 2016 Olympics. There are many more interesting, well

written articles. Even non-sports-fans can appreciate this look at the human side of sports. Highly

recommended.

If you're a reader of this series, then you already know they do a good job with the selections and

they continue to this time.Some of the best include "The Secret History of Tiger Woods," or "Lost in

America" (about fraudulent schools scamming overseas basketbal players), but there are plenty of

others - Barry Switzer has a funny profile, ice skater Debbie Thomas is a sadder tale, and so on.I've

gotten this series the last few years and I'm always happy with it - for every piece that I don't

connect with me, there's always five that do. Any reader who appreciates in-depth sports journalism

will find something to like.
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